
Interviewees 

 

Name and organisation Category Reason for interviewing Response 

Stuart Capstick, 
University of Cardiff 

Academic Has done a lot of research on 
this and related topics 

A more live issue a few years ago, David Miliband offering an 
‘open ear’ on this. An IPPR report from 2009 suggested PCT as 
a back up plan if other policy interventions fail.  
At core this is an issue of social justice; we have this carbon 
budget, how to divide it fairly. Debate moving from climate 
change to energy and energy security. 
In some sense TEQs very individualistic and a market discourse. 
Has run ‘Advisory panels’ designed to help identify the 
important questions the research should be asking. 
Communication workshops; OK we have got these findings, 
now what should we do with them – identify what might be 
valuable to different groups, different users. 

Adam Corner, Director 
of Research, COIN 

Campaign 
organisations 

Straddles public, policy and 
campaign worlds. 
Knowledgeable about other 
relevant groups and initiatives 
planned or underway. A key 
stakeholder. Contacts with other 
networks. 

Zero public visibility for current government climate initiatives, 
no public facing narrative that we are in for a long term 
generational challenge and currently only doing the easy stuff. 
Need a narrative which precedes the introduction of TEQs, at 
the moment response likely be, ‘yeah nice idea. Why do we 
need to do it?’ For TEQs to appear against backdrop of current 
norms and discourses would surprise people. Narratives are 
the battleground, out of which initiative such as TEQs could 
emerge. Odd to be talking about any climate policy at the 
moment.  

Ian Roderick, Director 
Low Carbon South 

Consultant, 
advising 

Working with businesses as part 
of Bristol’s European Green 

Running a project called ‘Go Green’. Won’t be talking very 
much about climate change and carbon reduction. Much more 



West businesses on 
reducing carbon 

Capital initiative. about greening operations through energy efficiency and 
waste reduction. A gentle approach. More about a broader 
sustainability narrative. Businesses aware of the Climate 
Change Act but not clear what they are meant to be doing 
about it. Only a small part of the population have, or are ever 
likely to, engage with climate change and adopt low carbon 
behaviours. 10 years ago great expectation would be 
widespread and deep engagement from the public, but people 
stepping back from that. More about resilience, coping with 
the inevitable impacts. 

Tom Burke, Chairman, 
E3G 

Environmental 
think-tank 

Can provide a well-informed 
overview of the policy landscape 

Need to decarbonise energy system by 2050 and three steps 
required. 1) Decentralised energy distribution system; 2) 
Electric vehicles; 3) Energy efficiency. UK needs to be ahead of 
the game if that is the way world moving, in order to remain 
prosperous and secure. Decarbonisation only possible with 
massive increases in energy efficiency. Transport the tricky 
piece of the jigsaw but 10 years out electric will be cheaper for 
fleet car buyers than internal combustion engine. Agriculture 
another difficult issue. There are roles for individuals if 
decentralised energy generation is community based. No need 
for individuals to take individual responsibility for reducing 
their own carbon emissions. Behaviour change initiatives a 
cop-out of political responsibility, passing the buck. Enormous 
role for individuals, but individuals working together. No real 
need for people’s lifestyles to change. Initiatives based on 
behavioural economics deeply flawed. More about local 
authorities than central government. 

Chris Rowland, 
Director OVESCO 

Community 
renewable energy 

Working at the interface between 
central government, local 

Work more towards renewables than efficiency, facing short 
term concerns over removal of Enterprise Investment Scheme 



and energy 
efficiency 

authority, public and energy 
providers. 

from Community Energy Groups and changes to FIT. Climate 
change an important component of their message, work 
mostly involves generating funding for community energy 
schemes. Demand side initiatives mainly about insulation.  
Looking to upscale to field size trials but facing the recent 
debate about taking land out of food production. Mentioned 
Community Energy South; Your Energy Sussex; Share Energy. 

Lord Deben, Chair of 
the All Party 
Parliamentary group on 
Climate Change 
 

Policy Very knowledgeable about the 
broader climate policy agenda 

Politicians loathe to keep stirring up the debate around climate 

change, don’t want to engage the public on a controversial 

issue. Would now rather talk about the economy and areas 

which feel can win them elections. Doesn’t mean they aren’t 

doing things on climate change. People don’t want to talk about 

cc. If cc is actually happening then it’s very scary and depressing, 

and people don’t want to talk about it. Government making 

climate change decisions without being explicit being done in the 

name of climate change. Politicians responsible for reducing 

carbon, but public have a role by holding politicians to account on 

climate change. We have to talk about climate change but we 

have to be very careful about how we talk about it. Need to frame 

it terms of risk and insurance, concepts people are familiar with. 

There will need to be changes in people’s lives but without them 

having to do anything, for example smart technologies to increase 

energy efficiency. No role for TEQs until can account for the 

carbon in everything and a public narrative around awareness of 

the carbon embedded in goods is widespread and accepted. And 

people would have to control their emissions voluntarily. TEQs are 

a case of running before we have learnt how to walk.   

 



Jonathan Ward, Senior 
Climate Change 
Officer, Derby City 
Council 

Local 
council/energy 
users 

Long history of involvement 
with climate change issues. 
Insights on how LA’s engaging 
with public on energy use. 

Climate change itself not a factor in their work; about fuel 
poverty, building cycle lanes, making their own estates energy 
efficient. Facing very tight financial constraints, and having to 
prioritise geographically and temporally immediate problems. 
Little they can do to be putting money and energy into longer 
term programmes which have no immediate results for local 
population. Climate Change Act of little explicit relevance to 
what they do. Much of what they are able to do defined by 
central government. 

Jules Peck,  strategic 
advisor to Edelman (the 
global public affairs 
and public relations 
agency 

Sustainability and 
public 
engagement 

Well connected, can provide 
useful insights on public 
engagement and the 
sustainability agenda. 

We are failing to communicate the need for radical action to 
reduce emissions. Need to build a narrative from the bottom 
up. People expect governments to lead the change. We need a 
different narrative and framing. Politicians not going to do 
anything without pressure from below. Going to be waiting a 
long time for fossil fuel industries to voluntarily stop what 
they’re doing. Climate change at the moment not a very topical 
issue, might change next year with Paris 2015.  

Adrian Gault, Chief 
Economist, Committee 
on Climate Change  

Policy Good knowledge of policy 
makers’ perspectives on longer 
term climate mitigation issues. 

Things have moved on since we passed the Climate Change 
Act. Recession, higher energy prices, higher energy bills for 
households and business, more pressure on households. So 
discourse reflects this and has moved on, more about energy 
efficiency, keeping bills down, competitiveness. Less about 
building a strong case around climate change. In the Science 
and Technology Select Committee call for evidence we argued 
government needs to be making a stronger case for action on 
climate change. We can meet targets and the world we know 
need not look radically different, still be possible to fly and 
drive. First thing we need to do is look to increase energy 
efficiency of housing stock. Need a regulatory approach, not 



leave it to the market. We see a big role for electric vehicles. 
Not currently on track to meet 4th carbon budget. Government 
needs to demonstrate how it will meet those budgets. 
Government wants to keep climate change policy low profile. 

Duncan Mclaren, 
consultant, Special 
Adviser to Friends of 
the Earth on Energy 
and Climate Change 

Climate and 
energy consultant, 
NGO experience 

Has worked with a broad range 
of academics, NGOs and 
business people on climate 
change and energy issues. 

Government talk of the need for public involvement but don’t 
deliver on that, still stuck in the information deficit model. As a 
result people feel uninvolved. A small number of researchers 
and NGOs calling for more meaningful upstream engagement, 
but they are the minority. Climate change being marginalised 
in favour of discussions around energy security. Suggests the 
appropriate way forward is to build communities, collectivise 
energy generation and use. Need to move away from projects 
which commercialise or individualise public role. 

Ian Marchant, ex Chief 
Executive Scottish and 
Southern Energy, Chair 
of Woods Group 

Energy suppliers, 
business 

Good overview of business 
perspectives on climate policy. 
Introduced by Jules Peck 

Can’t keep doing the same things we have failed already. Paris 
2015 marching us up the same mountain as 2we climbed in 
2009 at Copenhagen. US-China pact shows some different 
thinking. We don’t have that same appetite for re-thinking the 
problem at the citizen level. At business level increasingly 
framing the debate in terms of behaviour change for more 
sustainable living. Wouldn’t necessarily talk about it as a 
climate change problem, firstly because that debate not going 
anywhere currently, because people think wind farms and 
other undesirable consequences, also because sustainable 
living about more than just climate change. Business people 
say, yes, I get sustainable living, but I don’t really get the 
science of climate change. I talk about remaining carbon 
budget as a “resource”. As an international company UK 
Climate Change Act not a big issue, more about EU energy and 
renewables policy. Climate change will probably be back on the 



agenda in 2015 in the lead up to Paris 2015. Going to be 
difficult to convince 30 million adults of the need for carbon 
quotas. However, we need to do something different from 
what has already been tried. Can get houses insulated, 
encourage eco-driving, things we can do now. I think carbon 
tax the way forward, lower other taxes but increase the cost of 
energy, saying to people if you are sensible about how you use 
energy you will be better off. Council tax to reflect energy 
efficiency of your home. Rising energy tariff, the more you use 
the more expensive each unit becomes. 

 

Approached for interviews 

Name and organisation Category Reason for interviewing Response 

Simon Bullock, Senior 
campaigner, climate 
change and energy, FOE 

Campaigning 
organisation 

Straddles public, policy and 
campaign worlds. Knowledgeable 
about other relevant groups and 
initiatives planned or underway. A 
key stakeholder. Contacts with other 
networks. 

No reply to email 

Katherine Knox, Climate 
change and housing 
manager, JRF 

Consumer 
groups/campaigning 
organisations 

Knowledgeable about climate justice 
and fuel poverty issues. Strong 
contacts in policy world. Connected 
with networks of other community 
groups. 

Declined as lacking the 
relevant expertise and too 
busy. Suggested I contact 
Simon Roberts at CSE. 

Chris Church, Chair, Low 
Carbon Communities 

Consumer groups Can give an oversight of implications 
of TEQs for community energy 
schemes. Experience of climate 

No reply to email 



Network politics at the local level 

Catherine Cosgrove, 
Knowledge 
and  Information Manager, 
Energy Institute 

Energy suppliers As the representative of an umbrella 
organisation for energy suppliers, 
Catherine may be able to provide 
answers which are a synopsis of 
more broadly held opinions with the 
energy supply sector. 

No reply to email. 

Juliet Davenport, Chief 
Executive, Good Energy 

Energy Suppliers A supporter of TEQs and at the 
forefront of the renewable energy 
sector. 

No reply to email 

 

 


